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MINISTERIAL EXPERT COMMITTEE ON ELECTORAL REFORM: FINAL REPORT 
Statement by Minister for Electoral Affairs 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Minister for Electoral Affairs) [12.10 pm]: On 28 April 2021, I appointed the 
Ministerial Expert Committee on Electoral Reform. The committee’s terms of reference were, firstly, to make 
recommendations as to how electoral equality might be achieved for all citizens entitled to vote for the Legislative 
Council and, secondly, to make recommendations for the distribution of preferences in the Legislative Council’s 
proportional representation system. 
The committee was chaired by Mr Malcolm McCusker, AC, CVO, QC, who is well known to all members as 
Western Australia’s thirty-first Governor. The rest of the committee was constituted by Professor John Phillimore, 
Professor Sarah Murray and Associate Professor Martin Drum. Professor Phillimore is a former Rhodes scholar 
who has been the executive director of the John Curtin Institute of Public Policy since 2007. Over the past 30 years, 
Professor Phillimore has advised and conducted research and consultancy projects for numerous international, 
Australian, state and local agencies. Professor Murray is an expert in constitutional law, electoral law and court 
innovation at the law school of the University of Western Australia. Professor Murray has published widely in 
Australia and internationally, and was recently elected to the Australian Academy of Law. Associate Professor Drum 
is director of public policy and associate professor of politics and international relations at the University of Notre 
Dame Australia. Associate Professor Drum is a member of the Australasian Study of Parliament Group and has 
participated in a range of commonwealth and Western Australian parliamentary government inquiries. 
The committee published a discussion paper on 14 May 2021, and received 184 submissions from interested members 
of the public and organisations. The committee also consulted the Western Australian, South Australian and 
New South Wales electoral commissioners, and election analyst Mr Antony Green, AO. I would like to thank the 
chair and each of the members of the committee for their work. They have done an exceptional job. I now table the 
committee’s final report, and commend the report to the house. 
[See paper 536.] 
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